




The new Celebration Center seats 706, which includes 172 seats 

in the balcony. With a raked floor, acoustically treated ceiling, 

stunning glass windows to let in the light, and a large stage, the 

Celebration Center could have been an acoustical nightmare. 

Instead, meticulous detail was paid to the design during the 

planning stage to ensure First Lutheran would get the pristine 

audio they wanted, regardless of who was on stage. "Our design 

for the Celebration Center was carefully planned and included 

components of modernization to help meld the new construction 

with the classic original buildings;' said Wild. "Elements like 

the glass-enclosed stair shafts provided cohesive components 

that served a judicious unifying purpose. WSDG was proactive 

in pointing out potential acoustic problems, and I'm sure their 

recommendations saved time and money on unanticipated 'fixes' 

down the road:' 

"Working closely with Mike Wild on the acoustic design 

was an ideal collaboration;' said Joshua Morris, WSDG COO/ 

Project Manager. "He was knowledgeable about the importance of 

carefully plotting out the placement of necessary wall and ceiling 

treatments prior to construction. We also consulted closely with 









mind, there are a lot of differences because of the different eras in 

which these rooms were all built, but they all have that same cross 

window in the two newer spaces to tie everything together. 

TFWM: It seems like there would be a lot of room 
for audio reflection and echoes in this type of 
space, but obviously there isn't. 

Daniel: Not at all, but that's because of the steps the design 

team went through, and the modeling they did to ensure the 

acoustics would have the clarity and crispness we wanted. 

Andy: One of the things we haven't been able to do due to 

COVID is to be in the space and experience the sound and take 

measurements. Daniel, how are people experiencing the sound in 

there from the speakers in the room, to the musicians, to even just 

walking in the room. What's that experience been like? 

Daniel: We've done a lot of things in there, from Ted Talk style 

conversations to full out concerts. One of the last things we did in 

there before we shut down because of COVID was having our local 

symphony on the stage (February 29, 2020), and the only miking 

we had was for the vocalists and conductor, and the whole thing 

just sounded so natural to the space, it was incredible. Even just 

the speaking from day to day, the clarity is just phenomenal. We've 

never had an issue with speaking. And the music! We do decibel 

readings every Sunday, and we know what our range is. We don't 

get very much higher than 90dba, and what we've found is that we 

really sit in this nice range - we still have highs and lows, and we 

can feel them, but for the most part everything is clear, audible, 

and comfortable. We have pushed the system a few times and the 

sound is still quite even. I think for the average person, this is what 

we've received the most feedback on. 

We were in the sanctuary two Christmases ago, before the new 

ceiling had been put in, and even the acoustics we had already 

added then, was a noticeable improvement. But then, to get the 

ceiling in and the acoustics fully tuned and running has been 

amazing. People didn't fully understand what it would do, but 

know that the process is complete, everyone is just really happy 

with the sound. 

Andy: What is a rock band like in there? You said you are 

keeping it pretty quiet. What's the stage sound like? 

Daniel: When I say quiet, I don't mean intentionally quiet. 

We aren't looking at a certain decibel level and saying we can't 

go above it. Instead, we are looking at what is appropriate for the 

space. Our average worship has a full band - bass, drums, guitars, 

vocalists, etc., and other times we add our orchestra or choirs, so 
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