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Old house, new digs for
Radio Kingston

WKNY now broadcasts from this beautiful state-of-the-art broadcast facility

Right
Exterior and first-
floor entrance.

..
ORI, PR, IDCCI]

he Bonesteel House is an octagonal talk shows in Emglish and Spanish, supported by the Novo
structure in downtown Kingston, N.Y., built Foundation, which seeks “initiatives that promote a holistic,
as a residence in 1855 and later turned to interconnected and healing vision for humanity.”
commercial use. But it recently became the The station carries approximately 50 community-based
hame of new studios and offices of Radio shows, one of which is hosted by Warren Lawrence, who
Kingston Corp will celebrate S0 years at WKNY in March.

WENY, heard at 1490 AM and via a translator at 107.9 Its executive directar is Jimmy Buff and the technical
FM, opened its doors in 2021, having mowved from a director is Kale Kaposhilin. Radio Kingston hired WSDG
longtime location across the streat. (Walters-Storyk Design Group) to lead this project and its

WENY went on the air in 1939 and was acquired by Radio audiofvideo and energy Systems.

Kingston Corp. in 2017, Today it airs eclectic music and The local general contractor was Equinox Construction.

unusual eight-sided configuration and
center-floor fireplace/chimney presented a
considerable challenge to space optimization. , ,

‘ ‘ The building had excellent bones, but its
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Left

The talk studio

provides hots of
light and viswal

interaction with
the community.

Bottom left
Lounge area,

Bottom right
The first-faor
layout. The secand
floor includes
offices, conference
room and kitchen.
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Right
Production room.

Below
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Radio engineering expertise was provided by Data Wave
LLE, with 5A5 support and design by Nick Straka and Daniel
Hyatt of DMNAY,

The station's Director of Finance & Administration Kristen
Thorne s also an interior designer and contributed 1o the
decisions about color trim, flooring and other elements.

Buff said the building's large windows overlooking

Kingston's Broadway were a crucial draw, “We imagined
people seeing us and us seeing them while we made radio
for our city, and it was quickly apparent that concept had
been turned into reality when we started working in the
new studios.”

WSDG Partner and Project Manager Matthew Ballos said
the project took an "adapt and reuse” approach to the two-
story octagon

“The building had excellent bones, but its unusual
elght-sided configuration and center-floor fireplace/
chimney presented a considerable challenge to space
aptimization.” Removing the chimney provided space
to house a 250-square-foot on-airflive studio, smaller
talk studio with control room, and a 100-square-foot
production room,

“We also added a third floor-to-ceiling window and
replaced all that glass with double-paned soundproof
material,” Ballos said,

The praject includes a rooftop solar panel installation by
SunCommon, backed by three Tesla Powerwall batteries
and linked to an off-site community solar farm as well as
the local power grid, Buff said this infrastructure proved
itself in an ice storm last winter that knocked out power in
rmuch of Ulster County.

“We remained on-air throughout the blackout and
helped local officials communicate important information
to our neighbors here in Kingston.” 3


















