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Right and below Main
studio space featuring
72-channel vintage
EMI Neve console

— one of the rarest
recording and mixing
desks in the world

ransitioning from Gothic house of
worship to contemporary ‘cathedral of
sound’, The Church Studios preserved
its massive stone facade but repurposed
its cavernous interior to accommodate a
musical, rather than ecclesiastical, mission.

Soaring ceilings and a fortress-like
construction (c. 1855) gave musician Dave
Stewart, who built the original studio in
1984, a wealth of incomparable acoustic
recording options. However, when producer
Paul Epworth purchased the studio in 2013,
acoustic tests prior to a partial demolition
required for a technology upgrade revealed
a dearth of isolation between Studio 2’
live and control room walls and the 74m?
Studio 1 live room. A straightforward
installation to upgrade the control room
with a powerful Walters-StoryK Design
Group/Augspurger monitor system became
far more complex.

The architect/acousticians and studio
installation/operational experts reconfigured
their initial plans and developed a totally
new design programme to assure recording
artists they would have total acoustic
isolation. Wayne Head, architect director, BDP

Photography by
Lucy Williams

Project data

Start on site 1 January 2014
Completion 20 August 2014

Gross internal floor area 350m?

Form of contract or procurement route n/a

Construction cost Confidential

Construction cost per m? Confidential

Client Paul Epworth

Structural engineer Rodruiges Associates

M&E consultant ASADUL

Quantity surveyor None

Project manager Pete Hofmann, Miloco Builds

Design manager UK Mickey Whelan,

Miloco Builds

CDM coordinator Head Projects

Approved building inspector Head Projects

Main contractor Miloco Builds, Bourne Projects

CAD software used 3D Revit, AutoCAD 2014

Annual CO, emissions n/a
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Specified products

Acoustic panels
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Doors

IAC Acoustics
gTC”Eilrac-:-gsticr doors with vision panels. Sprayed
RAL 9016 30 per cent sheen. ‘The soundproof

89mm thick sound-control door system employs
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Ground floor plan

Rehearsal room Studio 3
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